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Sabeerah Abdul-Majied 

Dr.    Sabeerah Abdul-Majied is coordinator of the Bachelor of 

Education, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 

Programme at The University of the West Indies (UWI), St 

Augustine, Trinidad. She also lectures in ECCE at UWI with research 

in Social Competence Development in Young Children. Dr. Abdul-

Majied has 26 years’ teaching experience. She was the recipient of a National Scholarship and a 

UWI Scholarship in Education.  

 

Charisse Clarke-Hensby 

Charrise Clarke-Hensby received her Master’s degree in criminology from Simon 

Fraser University, Canada, where her thesis was based on perceptions of children’s 

rights in Trinidad and Tobago. She returned to Trinidad to work as a criminal justice 

lecturer at the College of Science, Technology and Applied Arts of Trinidad and 

Tobago. However, Charrise recently migrated to Toronto where she continues her 

research as an independent scholar. Her research interests include children’s rights 

issues, international human rights, and policing; they have also expanded to include media 

representations of crime and criminals.   

 

Beth Harry 

Beth Harry completed her high school education in her native Jamaica. She lived for 10 years in 

Toronto, Canada, where she earned her Bachelors and Masters degrees at the University of 

Toronto. She then moved to Trinidad, where her children, Melanie and Mark, were born.  Melanie 

had cerebral palsy and her special needs led Beth to establish the Immortelle Children's Center in 

Port of Spain, Trinidad. 

 

Beth Harry studied for a Ph.D., in Special Education at Syracuse University. Since then she has been 

a Professor of Special Education at the University of Maryland and, for the past 10 years, a Professor 

at the University of Miami in Florida. Her work focuses on family and multicultural issues related to 

disability. Using qualitative research methods, she has engaged in research related to the 

experiences of families and of minority students designated as having mild disabilities. Beth has 

published five research based books* and many journal articles on these topics and has had the 

privilege of serving as a member of the National Academy of Sciences’ panel (1999-2001) to study 

the disproportionate placement of minorities in special education programs.  She also had the 
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honor of receiving a Fulbright award to do research on Moroccan children's schooling in Spain, 

where she was based for six months at the University of Seville. 

 

Vijay Maharaj 

J. Vijay Maharaj has been a lecturer in the Department of Liberal Arts, Faculty of Humanities and 

Education, the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine since September 2000 and received her 

Ph.D. from this university as well. The title of the Ph.D. dissertation, “A Caribbean Katha: Revisioning 

the ‘Indo-Caribbean’ ‘Crisis of Being and Belonging’ through the Literary Imagination” (2008), 

indicates her research interests which may be briefly expanded by pointing to its emphasis on 

indigenous research methodologies, interrogation of received epistemologies and conceptions of 

ontology, theorisations of power and strategies used by individuals and groups to gain or maintain 

economic, social, cultural and political power. She has previously published in journals like 

Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal and has contributed chapters to books such as Created in 

the West Indies: Caribbean Perspectives on V.S. Naipaul edited by Barbara Lalla and Jennifer Rahim 

and Critical Perspectives on Indo-Caribbean Women’s Literature edited by Joy Mahabir and Mariam 

Pirbhai. 

 

Elizabeth Montano 

For 17 years, Elizabeth Montano functioned as an integral contributor to the teaching, guiding and 

counseling of students of differing educational and emotional needs starting at the level of Teacher 

One and progressing through the Educational System to a Guidance Officer. In 1982, Mrs. 

Montano made the bold decision to separate from the Teaching Service to join the Entertainment 

Industry. Mrs. Montano, having already attained her Bachelor's Degree in Education with 

distinction, over the years continued to place heavy emphasis on enhancing herself and her career 

development by continuing to pursue a number of professional courses inclusive of a Post 

Graduate Diploma in Arts and Cultural Enterprise Management (ACEM) with distinction. She is 

currently pursuing a Masters of Philosophy in Cultural Studies. 

 

Paula Morgan 

Paula Morgan is a senior lecturer in the Department of Liberal Arts, The University of the West 

Indies, St Augustine. Dr Morgan’s primary focus of research and publication is on women’s 

literature of the Caribbean and the African Diaspora. She has published numerous articles and four 

books, the most recent being Writing Rage: Unmasking Violence in Caribbean Discourse (with 

Valerie Youssef). 
 

Jennifer Rahim 

Valerie Youssef is currently Professor of Linguistics in the Department of 

Liberal Arts, The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine. She is the 

current Head of that Department and has also served as Deputy Dean, 

Distance and Outreach. She has facilitated the establishment of programmes 

in Speech Language Pathology and Teaching English to Speakers of other 

Languages (TESOL).  

Her particular research concerns are descriptive and sociolinguistics, child 

and adult language acquisition and learning, language education policy, 

and discourse analysis. All of these she has investigated specifically in the Caribbean context. She 

coined the term varilingualism to describe the specific language competence of Anglophone 
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Caribbean speakers and has written quite extensively on this subject. She has published two books: 

The Languages of Tobago: Genesis and Perspectives with Winford James, and Writing Rage: 

Unmasking Violence in Caribbean Discourse with Paula Morgan. She has published some forty 

peer-reviewed articles and more than sixty conference papers. She is also currently involved in the 

development of the Trinidad and Tobago Corpus for the International Corpus of English (ICE). 
 

Michelle Ramlagan 

Michelle Ramlagan earned her PhD in English Literature from the University of Miami. She is a 

faculty member at Keiser University-Miami where she teaches English. Her interests include 

Postcolonial Literature and Theory. She is currently working on a manuscript entitled  “(Re)Placing 

Nations: Postcolonial Women’s Contestations of Spatial Discourses”. 

 

Louis Regis 

Louis Regis holds two graduate degrees in Calypso research from the University of the West Indies. 

He teaches Literatures in English at his alma mater. 

He is the author of Maestro : The True Master; Black Stalin: The Caribbean Man; The Political 

Calypso: True Opposition in Trinidad 1962-1987 and Black Stalin Kaisonian.  
 

Valerie Youssef     

Valerie Youssef is currently Professor of Linguistics in the Department of 

Liberal Arts, The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine. She is the 

current Head of that Department and has also served as Deputy Dean, 

Distance and Outreach. She has facilitated the establishment of 

programmes in Speech Language Pathology and Teaching English to 

Speakers of other Languages (TESOL).  

Her particular research concerns are descriptive and sociolinguistics, 

child and adult language acquisition and learning, language education 

policy, and discourse analysis. All of these she has investigated specifically in the Caribbean context. 

She coined the term varilingualism to describe the specific language competence of Anglophone 

Caribbean speakers and has written quite extensively on this subject. She has published two books: 

The Languages of Tobago: Genesis and Perspectives with Winford James, and Writing Rage: 

Unmasking Violence in Caribbean Discourse with Paula Morgan. She has published some forty 

peer-reviewed articles and more than sixty conference papers. She is also currently involved in the 

development of the Trinidad and Tobago Corpus for the International Corpus of English (ICE). 


